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Preface 
 
Muskellunge (Esox masquinongy) is one of the most highly prized fish species in the Province of Ontario.  
A compilation of information in 1987 (MNR 1987)indicated that there were 302 Ontario lakes which 
contained muskellunge populations.  Muskellunge also inhabit many streams and rivers of Ontario, 
however there had never been any previous attempt to identify those waters.   
 
This exercise represented an initial effort to document Ontario streams and rivers which support 
muskellunge populations.  Information was obtained from a variety of sources including a review of 
Ontario muskellunge literature and file records, a survey of Ministry of Natural Resources (MNR) field 
staff, consolidation of information from the Cleithrum Project and the Ontario Fisheries Information 
System (OFIS) database and personal communications with several muskellunge anglers, managers and 
scientists. 
 
This listing identifies 105 streams or rivers in Ontario which contain muskellunge.  Waters range in size 
from the Ottawa and St. Lawrence rivers to several small spawning and nursery streams.  There are 
undoubtedly additional waters which have been missed during this compilation.  The challenge for 
Ontario fisheries managers will be to confirm the status of the stocks listed herein and to add new waters 
to this listing as information becomes available. 



 

River/Stream Township(s) County/District Latitude Longitude Watershed Comments/Notes Source(s) 
Baxter Creek 
 

South Monaghan Peterborough 44º 11' 78º 20' 2HJ-01 • Otonabee River tributary. 
• Muskellunge present in 
marshy areas downstream of 
Highway 28. 
 

D. Bell 
(pers. comm.) 

 

Beaudette River 
(Rivière au Beaudet) 
 

Lancaster Glengarry 45º 16' 74º 25' 2MC-06 - MNR File 
Records 

 
Beaver Creek 
 

Marmora & Lake Lennox-
Addington 

 

44º 30' 78º 42' 2HK-09 - MacLean (1994); 
Kerr (1996) 

Beloporine Creek 
 

Belmont Peterborough 44º 29' 77º 54' 2HK-07 • Muskellunge found in 
marsh near mouth and 
upstream from Round Lake. 
 

OFIS Records; 
D. Bell  

(pers. comm.) 

Bonnechere River 
 

Horton Renfrew 45° 31' 76° 33' 2KC-02 • Stocked with muskellunge 
in the past. 
 

Kerr (1996); 
T. Haxton 

(pers. comm.) 
 

Boyer's Creek 
 

Willoughby Welland 43º 00' 79º 01' 2HA-08 - OFIS Records 

Burgoyne Creek 
 

Saugeen Bruce 44º 25' 81º 20' 2FC-07 - OFIS Records 

Burnt River 
 

Somerville Victoria 44º 41' 78º 42' 2HF-06 • Stocked with muskellunge 
in the past. 
 

OFIS Records; 
D. Bell 

 (pers. comm.) 
 

Carafel Creek 
 

Kelly  Sudbury  46º 45' 80º 31' 2DC-02 • Introduced population. J. Chute  
(pers. comm.) 

 
Carp River Fitzroy Regional 

Municipality of 
Ottawa-Carleton 

45º 29' 76º 14' 2KF-03 • Current status needs 
confirmation. 

Dymond (1939) 



 
River/Stream Township(s) County/District Latitude Longitude Watershed Comments/Notes Source(s) 
Cavan Creek 
 

North Monaghan Peterborough 44º 13' 78º 21' 2HJ-01 • Muskellunge present in lower 
sections upstream from the Otonabee 
River. 
 

D. Bell  
(pers. comm.) 

Chalk River 
 

Buchanan Renfrew 46º 01' 77º 27' 2KA-03 - T. Haxton 
(pers. comm) 

 
Claire River 
 

Hungerford Hastings 44º 29' 77º 17' 2HL-04 - MNR File 
Records 

 
Coldwater River 
 

Tay Simcoe 44º 44' 79º 40' 2ED-05 - OFIS Records 

Corben Creek Somerville Victoria 44º 37' 78º 48' 2HF-03 • Muskellunge found in marsh 
near mouth of creek. 
 

D. Bell 
(pers. comm.) 

Corbett Creek 
 

Whitby Ontario 43º 51' 78º 53' 2HD-03 - OFIS Records 

Crowe River 
 

Seymour & 
Belmont 

Northumberland 44° 22' 77° 46' 2HK-07 • Stocked with muskellunge in the 
past. 

Kerr (1996); 
Cleithrum Project 

Records;  
OFIS Records 

 
Deer Bay Creek 
 

Harvey Peterborough 44º 34' 78º 16' 2HH-04 • Muskellunge present in marsh 
near mouth of creek. 
 

D. Bell 
(pers. comm.) 

Delisle River 
 

Lochiel  Glengarry 45º 19' 74º 38' 2MC-04 • Stocked with muskellunge in the 
past. 

A. Bendig 
(pers. comm.); 
OFIS Records 

 
Detroit River 
 

Malden Essex 42° 03' 83° 09' 2GH-04 - Kerr (1996) 

Eagle River Sandford Kenora 49º 50' 93º 11' 5QD-02 - Anonymous 
(1948) 

 



 
River/Stream Township(s) County/District Latitude Longitude Watershed Comments/Notes Source(s) 
East Cross Creek 
 

Ops & Manvers Victoria 44º 17' 78º 44' 2HG-06 • Muskellunge found upstream at 
least to Concession 14 of Manvers 
Township. 
• Creek used as spawning habitat. 
 

D. Bell  
(pers. comm.); 

T. Cumby 
(pers. comm.) 

East Goulais River 
 

Gaudette Algoma 46º 52' 83º 59' 2BF-03 - OFIS Records 

Echo River 
 

McDonald Algoma 46º 30' 84º 04' 2CA-03 - A. Dupont 
(pers. comm.) 

 
Eels Creek 
 

Burleigh Peterborough 44º 35' 78º 04' 2HH-07 • Tributary of Stony Lake. D. Bell 
(pers. comm.) 

 
Emily Creek 
 

Emily & Verulam Victoria 44º 30' 78º 37' 2HH-05 • Tributary of Sturgeon Lake. 
• Muskellunge found upstream to 
County Road 17. 
• Stocked with muskellunge in the 
past. 
 

D. Bell 
(pers. comm.) 

 

English River 
 

- Kenora 50° 12' 95° 00' 5QE-01 - Scott and 
Crossman 

(1973); Ramsell 
(1997); 

L. Barnes 
(pers. comm.) 

 
Fenelon River 
 

Fenelon Victoria 44° 32' 78° 44' 2HF-01 - Cleithrum Project 
Records 

 
French River 
 

Mowat, Blair & 
McConkey 

Parry Sound 45° 56' 80° 54' 2DD-01 • Stocked with muskellunge in the 
past. 

Hamblin (1996); 
Kerr (1996); 

Ramsell (1997); 
Cleithrum Project 

Records 
 



 
River/Stream Township(s) County/District Latitude Longitude Watershed Comments/Notes Source(s) 
Frenchman's Creek 
 

Bertie Welland 42º 56' 78º 56' 2HA-08 - OFIS Records 

Goulais River 
 

Fenwick Algoma 46º 43' 84º 27' 2BF-02 - MNR File 
Records; 

A. Dupont 
(pers. comm.) 

 
Grand River 
 

- Haldimand-
Norfolk 

42º 51' 79º 34' 2GA-01 • Status below Dunville dam 
needs confirmation.  
• Stocked with muskellunge in the 
past. 
 

D. Coulson 
(pers. comm.) 

 

Gull River 
 

Bexley Victoria 44º 38' 78º 49' 2HF-02 • Muskellunge found in lower 
sections of river upstream from 
Balsam Lake. 
• Stocked with muskellunge in the 
past. 
 

D. Bell 
(pers. comm.) 

Hawkers Creek 
 

Verulam Victoria 44º 31' 78º 37' 2HH-03 • Muskellunge in lower portion of 
creek near Sturgeon Lake. 
 

D. Bell 
(pers. comm.) 

Holland River 
 

East & West 
Gwillimbury 

 

Simcoe and York 44º 12' 79º 31' 2EC-01 • Historic spawning area. 
• Stocked with muskellunge in the 
past. 

Buchanan and 
LeBeau (2000); 

Cleithrum Project 
Records 

 
Indian River 
 

Otonabee Peterborough 44º 14' 78º 09' 2HJ-03 • Muskellunge found throughout 
the entire length of river. 
• Stocked with muskellunge in the 
past. 
 

Lewis (1984); 
OFIS Records; 

D. Bell 
(pers. comm.) 

 
Jersey (Maskinonge) 
River 
 

North 
Gwillimbury 

York Region 44º 14' 79º 28' 2EC-06 • Lake Simcoe tributary which 
was a former muskellunge spawning 
site. 
• Current status needs 
confirmation. 
 

I. Buchanan 
(pers. comm.) 



 
River/Stream Township(s) County/District Latitude Longitude Watershed Comments/Notes Source(s) 
Jock River 
 

Nepean Regional 
Municipality of 
Ottawa-Carleton 

 

45° 16' 75° 42' 2LA-03 • Stocked with muskellunge in the 
past. 

MacLean (1994); 
Kerr (1996) 

Joseph River 
 

Medora District of 
Muskoka 

 

45º 08' 79º 39' 2EB-05 • Introduced population. W. Dunlop 
(pers. comm.) 

Kaibuskong River Bonfield Nipissing 46º 17' 79º 07' 2JE-07 - MNR File 
Records 

 
Key River 
 

Unsurveyed 
Territory 

 

Parry Sound 45º 53' 80º 44' 2EA-01 • Present only in the lower portion 
of the river. 
• Stocked with muskellunge in the 
past 
 

A. Liskauskas 
(pers. comm.) 

Madawaska River Bagot & McNab Renfrew 44° 17' 78° 45' 2KE-01 • Stocked with muskellunge in the 
past. 

MacLean (1994); 
Kerr 

(1996,1998); 
Cleithrum Project 

Records 
 

Magnetawan River 
 

Wallbridge Parry Sound 45º 46' 80º 37' 2EA-10 - A. Liskauskas 
(pers. comm.); 

MNR File 
Records 

 
Manomin River 
 

Fleming Rainy River 48º 52' 93º 44' 5PB-03 • Connecting water between 
Burditt Lake and Manomin Lake 
 

D. McLeod 
(pers. comm.) 

Mariposa Brook 
 

Ops Victoria 44º 17' 78º 45' 2HG-05 • Stocked with muskellunge in the 
past. 

Crossman 
(1990); 

Cleithrum Project 
Records; 
D. Bell 

(pers. comm.) 
 



 
River/Stream Township(s) County/District Latitude Longitude Watershed Comments/Notes Source(s) 
Martin Creek 
 

Fenelon Victoria 44º 32' 78º 47' 2HF-01 • Tributary of Cameron Lake. 
• Muskellunge found in lower 
sections of creek. 
 

D. Bell 
(pers. comm.) 

 

Maskinonge Creek 
 

Pickerel Kenora 49º 45' 92º 20' 5QA-01 • Connecting water between 
Maskinonge Lake and Little 
Vermilion Lake. 
• Muskellunge spawning site. 
 

Armstrong 
(1964) 

Mattawa River 
 

Mattawan & 
Papineau 

 

Nipissing 46º 19' 78º 43' 2JE-02 • Ottawa River tributary. S. Belfry 
(pers. comm.) 

McLaren Creek 
 

Fenelon Victoria 44º 25' 78º 46' 2HH-03 • Tributary of Sturgeon Lake. 
• Muskellunge found upstream to 
Concession III, Fenelon Township. 
• Stocked with muskellunge in the 
past. 
 

Lewis (1984); 
Cleithrum Project 

Records; 
D. Bell 

(pers. comm.) 

Mill Creek 
 

Saugeen Bruce 44º 27' 81º 22' 2FC-04 • Saugeen River tributary. 
• Believed to be a spawning and 
nursery area. 
 

A. McKee 
(pers. comm.) 

Miller Creek Bertie Welland 42º 57' 78º 58' 2HA-08 - MNR File 
Records 

 
Mississaugi River 
 

Bright Algoma 46º 10' 83º 01' 2CC-02 - Cleithrum Project 
Records 

 
Moon River 
 

Conger Parry Sound 45° 08' 79° 59' 2EB-02 • Stocked with muskellunge in the 
past. 
 

Hamblin (1996); 
Ramsell (1997); 
NFFHF (2000) 

 
Moira River 
 

Thurlow Hastings 44° 09' 77° 23' 2HL-07 • Stocked with muskellunge in the 
past. 

MacLean (1994); 
Kerr (1996); 

Cleithrum Project 
Records 

 



River/Stream Township(s) County/District Latitude Longitude Watershed Comments/Notes Source(s) 
Murdock River 
 

Bigwood Sudbury District 46º 03' 70º 36' 2DD-01 - W. Selinger 
(pers. comm.) 

 
Musquash River 
 

Gibson Muskoka District 44º 57' 79º 52' 2EB-02 • Stocked with muskellunge in the 
past. 

Hamblin (1996); 
W. Selinger 

(pers. comm.) 
 

Neely Creek 
 

East Gwillimbury York 44º 10' 79º 31' 2EC-02 • East branch of the Holland 
River. 

Cleithrum Project 
Records 

 
Nepewassi River 
 

Dunnet Sudbury District 46º 26' 80º 21' 2DD-09 • Introduced population. MNR File 
Records; 
J. Chute 

(pers. comm.) 
 

Niagara River 
 

Niagara Lincoln 43° 16' 79° 03' 2HA-06 • Muskellunge found in upper and 
lower sections of the river. 
• Stocked with muskellunge in the 
past. 

Craig (1976); 
Kerr (1996); 

Casselman et al. 
(1999); 

Cleithrum Project 
Records; 
A. Yagi 

(pers. comm.) 
 

Nogies Creek 
 

Harvey Peterborough 44° 35' 78° 31' 2HH-10 • Stocked with muskellunge in the 
past and used as a donor water for 
juvenile/adult transfers. 

Casselman et al. 
(1999); 

Cleithrum Project 
Records; 

OFIS Records 
 

Nonquon River 
 

Reach & 
Mariposa 

Ontario & 
Victoria 

44º 11' 78º 55' 2HG-03 • Tributary of Round Lake. D. Bell  
(pers. comm.) 

 
North River 
 

Belmont Peterborough 44º 30' 77º 50' 2HK-07 • Stocked with muskellunge in the 
past. 

Kerr (1996); 
D. Bell 

(pers. comm.) 
 

        



River/Stream Township(s) County/District Latitude Longitude Watershed Comments/Notes Source(s) 
Otonabee River 
 

South Monaghan 
& Otonabee 

 

Peterborough & 
Northumberland 

44º 09' 78º 14' 2HJ-01 • Stocked with muskellunge in the 
past. 

Lewis (1984); 
Kerr (1996); 

D. Bell 
(pers. comm.) 

 
Ottawa River - 

 
Prescott-Russell, 
Ottawa-Carleton, 

Renfrew 

45° 34' 74° 23' 2LA-01 • Stocked with muskellunge in the 
past. 

MacLean (1994); 
Fancy (1996); 
Kerr (1996); 

Casselman et al. 
(1999); 

Cleithrum Project 
Records; 

OFIS Records 
 

Pefferlaw Brook 
 

Georgina York Region 44º 20' 79º 13' 2EC-04 • Lake Simcoe tributary which 
was an historic spawning area. 
• Current status needs 
confirmation. 
 

MacCrimmon 
and Skobe 

(1970); 
I. Buchanan 

(pers. comm.) 
 

Perrin (Pearns) Creek 
 

Fenelon Victoria 44º 33' 78º 47' 2HF-01 • Tributary of Cameron Lake D. Bell 
(pers. comm.) 

 
Petawawa River Petawawa Renfrew 45º 55' 77º 15' 2KB-01 

 
• Stocked with muskellunge in the 
past. 

Harkness and Fry 
(1942);  

Kerr (1996); 
T. Haxton  

(pers. comm.); 
OFIS Records 

 
Pic River 
 

Pic Thunder Bay 48º 36' 86º 18' 2BB-01 • First record of muskellunge in 
1954. 

Harvartviksen 
and Momot 

(1989);  
L. Melnyk-
Ferguson  

(pers. comm.) 
 

        



River/Stream Township(s) County/District Latitude Longitude Watershed Comments/Notes Source(s) 
Pickerel River 
 

Blair & 
McConkey 

Parry Sound 
District 

 

45º 55' 80º 46' 2DD-03 • Stocked with muskellunge in the 
past. 

W. Selinger 
(pers. comm.) 

Pigeon River 
 

Emily Victoria 44º 21' 78º 33' 2HH-02 • Stocked with muskellunge in the 
past (1927-1940). 
 

T. Cumby  
(pers. comm.) 

Plato Creek 
 

Belmont Peterborough 44º 29' 77º 46' 2HK-07 - OFIS Records 

Rainy River 
 

Lash Rainy River 48º 34' 93º 49' 5PC-03 - D. McLeod 
(pers. comm.) 

 
Restoule River 
 

Hardy Parry Sound 46º 06' 80º 01' 2DD-06 - MNR File 
Records 

 
Rideau River 
 

City of Ottawa Grenville & 
Regional  

Municipality of  
Ottawa-Carleton 

 

44º 53'  76º 00' 2LA-02 • Stocked with muskellunge in the 
past. 

MacLean (1994); 
Fancy (1996); 

Kerr 
(1996,1998); 

Cleithrum Project 
Records; 

OFIS Records 
 

Rigaud River 
 

East Hawkesbury Prescott 45º 29' 74º 25' 2LB-03 - MNR File 
Records 

 
Sandy Creek 
 

Harvey Peterborough 44º 30' 78º 25' 2HH-02 • Lower portion of creek used as a 
spawning and nursery area. 
 

D. Wood  
(pers. comm.) 

Sauble River 
 

Amabel Bruce 44° 39' 81° 15' 2FA-10 - Seaborn (1937); 
OFIS Records 

 
Saugeen River 
 

Saugeen Bruce 44° 30' 81° 22' 2FC-01 • Believed to be an introduced 
population. 

Kerr (1996); 
Cleithrum Project 

Records; 
OFIS Records 

A. McKee 
(pers. comm.) 

 



River/Stream Township(s) County/District Latitude Longitude Watershed Comments/Notes Source(s) 
Scugog River 
 

Fenelon & Ops Victoria 44º 24' 78º 45' 2HG-04 • Muskellunge in section between 
Scugog and Sturgeon lakes. 
• Stocked with muskellunge in the 
past 
 

D. Bell 
(pers. comm.) 

Seine River - Rainy River 
District 

48º 40' 92º 49' 5PB-18 • Muskellunge in portion of the 
river below Sturgeon Falls 

D. McLeod 
(pers. comm.) 

 
Serpent River 
 

Spragge Algoma 46° 12' 82° 38' 2CD-02 - Cleithrum Project 
Records 

 
Severn River 
 

Gibson & 
Matchedash 

Muskoka and 
Simcoe 

 

44º 48' 79º 43' 2EC-17 • Stocked with muskellunge in the 
past. 

E. McIntyre 
(pers. comm.) 

Skeleton (Bent) River Watt Muskoka 45º 13' 79º 34' 2EB-07 • Muskellunge introduced into 
river from Skeleton Lake fish culture 
station. 
• Muskellunge currently utilize 
only the lower portion of the river 
for spawning and juvenile habitat. 
 

S. Taylor 
(pers. comm.) 

Skootamatta River 
 

Hungerford Hastings 44º 31' 77º 20' 2HL-05 • Stocked with muskellunge in the 
past. 
 

MNR File 
Records 

Snake Creek 
 

Saugeen Bruce 44º 20' 81º 24' 2FC-07 • Young-of-year muskellunge 
captured in early 1990s. 
 

A. McKee 
(pers. comm.) 

South Nation River North Plantagenet 
 

Prescott 45º 25' 75º 03' 2LB-04 • Stocked with muskellunge in the 
past. 
 

OFIS Records 

Spanish River 
 

Sheddon & 
Sables-Spanish 

Algoma & 
Sudbury 

46º 11' 82º 19' 2CE-02 • Restoration program currently 
underway 
 

LeBeau (1996); 
OFIS Records 

Squirrel Creek 
 

Cavan & South 
Monaghan 

Durham & 
Northumberland 

44º 11' 78º 20' 2HJ-01 • Otonabee River tributary. D. Bell 
(pers. comm.) 

 
St. Clair River -  Lambton 42º 33' 82º 40' 2GG-01 - D. Hector 

(pers. comm.) 



River/Stream Township(s) County/District Latitude Longitude Watershed Comments/Notes Source(s) 
St. Lawrence River 
 

- Leeds, Grenville, 
Stormont, 
Glengarry, 

Dundas 

45º 20' 73º 58' 2MB-01 • Stocked with muskellunge in the 
past. 

Kerr (1996); 
Ramsell (1997) 
Cassleman et al. 

(1999); 
Cleithrum Project 

Records; 
OFIS Records 

 
St. Marys River 
 

Jocelyn Algoma 46º 09' 84º 02' 2CA-01 - Duffy et al. 
(1987) 

 
Staples River 
 

Fenelon Victoria 44º 33' 78º 54' 2HF-02 - D. Bell 
(pers. comm.) 

 
Steven Creek 
 

North Gower Regional 
Municipality of 
Ottawa-Carleton 

 

45º 09' 75º 39' 2LA-04 • Stocked with muskellunge in the 
past. 

J. McNaughton 
(pers. comm.) 

Still River 
 

Wallbridge Parry Sound 45º 46' 80º 33' 2EA-09 - A. Liskauskas 
(pers. comm.) 

 
Stony Creek Ops Peterborough 44º 17' 78º 43' 2HG-07 • North branch of East Cross 

Creek. 
 

D. Wood     
(pers. comm.) 

Sydenham River 
 

Dover Kent 42º 33' 82º 25' 2GG-05 • Muskellunge present in both the 
east and north branches of the river. 
 

D. Hector 
(pers. comm.) 

Talbot River 
 

Bexley Victoria 44º 38' 78º 56' 2EC-11 • Stocked with muskellunge in the 
past. 
• Former spawning site. 
• Current status needs to be 
confirmed. 
 

D. Bell 
(pers. comm.); 
I.  Buchanan 
(pers. comm.) 

Trent River 
 

Sidney Hastings 44° 06' 77° 34' 2HK-01 • Stocked with muskellunge in the 
past. 

Kerr (1996); 
Cleithrum Project 

Records; 
OFIS Records 

 



River/Stream Township(s) County/District Latitude Longitude Watershed Comments/Notes Source(s) 
Veuve River 
 

Springer Nipissing 46º 20' 80º 02' 2DD-10 - MNR File 
Records 

 
West Otter Creek 
 

Chatham Kent 42º 37' 82º 20' 2GG-06 • Historical records of young-of-
year muskellunge. 
• Status needs to be confirmed. 
 

D. Hector  
(pers. comm.); 
OFIS Records 

West Ouse River 
 

Asphodel Peterborough 44º 19' 78º 03' 2HJ-04 • Rice Lake tributary. D. Bell 
(pers. comm.) 

 
Wicklow Creek 
 

Haldimand Northumberland 43º 59' 77º 58' 2HD-02 - MNR File 
Records 

 
Willow Creek 
 

Greenock & 
Elderslie 

Bruce 44º 18' 81º 16' 2FC-05 • Saugeen River tributary below 
Paisley. 
• Potential spawning and nursery 
site. 
• Young-of-the-year northern pike 
also captured in the area. 
 

A. McKee 
(pers. comm.) 

Winnipeg River 
 

- Kenora 50° 14' 95° 09' 5PE-01 - 
 

Eddy et al 
(1972); 

Cleithrum Project 
Records 

 
Wolseley River 
 

Falconer Nipissing 46º 06' 80º 16' 2DD-04 - L. Junkin 
(pers. comm.) 

 
 
OFIS - Ontario Fisheries Information System.  These records include provincial aquatic habitat inventory records as well as information shared by the Royal Ontario            
              Museum (ROM) and the Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources (OMNR). 
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